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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4, 11-16, 21, 26 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Roberts. 

Roberts teaches an apparatus and method for managing a transaction. Roberts teaches 
using a transaction terminal with manual code reading means in the form of a bar code reader 
(column 7; lines 38-39) to wand a first bar code (Figure 2; number 5 1) to open a data packet in 
the data memory of the terminal. In addition a transaction code associated with the bar code is 
enter in to the data packet signifying a vendor or catalog identification code (column 8; lines 41- 
50). Examiner notes that the data packet of Roberts corresponds to Applicant's transaction file 
and wanding the first bar code corresponds to reading a machine readable vendor identity code. 

Roberts teaches step two as wanding the bar code over a second bar code (Figure 2; 
number 52) which allows the user to select a product. The user is then able to scan a bar code 
associated with a desired product from a catalog. This product code is then appended to the data 
packet (column 8; lines 51-65) (reading a machine readable product identity code with scanning 
means and storing said product identity code in said transaction file). 

Roberts further teaches when all the desired products have been entered, the user wands a 
bar code associated with the message "Swipe Card" (Figure 5; number 54). The user then 
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swipes a credit card through a carder reader attached to the terminal. The card number is then 
appended to the data packet (column 9; lines 9-16). Examiner interprets the credit card number 
to be a user identity code and thus by swiping this card, the user is reading a machine-readable 
user identity code with scanning means and stores the user identity code in a transaction file. 

Roberts next teaches the user wanding a bar code associated with the message "Done - 
Send Order" (Figure 5; number 55). The terminal responds by closing the data packet, dialing up 
a host computer and downloading the data packet to the host computer (column 9; lines 17-21). 
Examiner notes that the host computer of Roberts corresponds to Applicant's order center. 

Claim 2, further includes an order center data network address stored in the memory 
element where the transaction file is sent over a data network to the order center network 
address. Roberts teaches that the transaction terminal includes a program storage device which 
stores both a command management program for managing the sequential entry and execution of 
program commands and a set of command execution routines. Each command execution routine 
is associated with a program command (column 3; line 63- column 3; line 3). Roberts further 
teaches, in the preferred version that a predetermined sequence of program commands includes a 
data transmit command. The command execution routine associated with the data transmit 
command includes a series of program steps for activating the data communication device to 
transmit data stored in the data storage device to the host computer (column 3; lines 30-38). 
Examiner interprets the data transmit command of Roberts to correspond to applicant's order 
center network address and the execution of this command (i.e. sending the data packet to the 
host computer) represents transmitting the transaction file over a data network to the order center 
network address. 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,210 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3627 

Claim 3 further comprises receiving the transaction file at the order center, extracting 
vender identity code from the transaction file, determining a destination vendor data network 
address and forwarding the transaction file to the destination vendor data network address. 
Roberts teaches that the host computer is able to recognize the meaning and significance of each 
of the data fields in the data packet. Particularly, since the host computer receives, with the data 
packet, an identification of the vendor and the transaction program involved, it is relatively 
simple to interpret the contents of the data fields. Once again the Examiner states that the 
transaction file corresponds to the data packet and the order center to the host computer. 
Therefore, it is clear that Robert teaches extracting the vender identity from the transaction file 
and determines a destination vendor data network address. 

Roberts does not specifically include forwarding the transaction file to the said 
destination vendor data network address. However, Examiner notes that it is inherent to the 
system of Roberts that the data packet (transaction file) is forwarded to the vendor. Clearly, the 
host computer (order center) of Roberts is not the vendor and is thus not capable of supplying the 
user with the desired items. Therefore, for the user to receive those items the host computer 
(order center) must forward the transaction request to the vendor. There is no other way for the 
user to get the desired goods. 

Claim 4 further comprises the scanning means having two ends, one with a reader and 
one with a connector. Figure 1 of Roberts shows the transaction terminal with Barcode wand, 21 
or a reader and then a modem, which connects to the public telephone network (data network). 
The modem clearly represents a connector end. 
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Claims 11,12 and 14 further comprises using a vendor mode switching means to place 
scanning means in a vendor mode prior to reading vendor identity code and vendor mode 
indicator means for indicating that scanning means is in the vendor identity mode, using a user 
mode switching means to place scanning means in a user mode prior to reading user identity 
code and user mode indicator means for indicating that scanning means is in the user identity 
mode, using a product mode switching means to place scanning means in a product mode prior 
to reading product identity code and product mode indicator means for indicating that scanning 
means is in the product identity mode, and using a order mode switching means to place 
scanning means in a order mode and order mode indicator means for indicating that scanning 
means is in the order mode. Once again Examiner relies on Figures 2 and 5; numbers 51, 52, 54, 
and 55. In particular, Roberts teaches the user wanding one of the previously mentioned bar 
codes in order to place the terminal in the corresponding mode. In addition, Roberts teaches the 
terminal with a display for providing user with messages. For example when user scans the bar 
code associated with Figure 2; number 51 the terminal displays a request for a vendor ED 
(column 8; lines 41-50). Examiner notes that the messages displayed represent an indicator 
means and wanding the appropriate bar code represents a switching means. 

Claim 14 further includes an operable vendor mode button, operable user mode button 
and operable product mode button. Roberts teach another variation of the invention would be to 
structure the command manager routine so that wanding of the select product and enter quanitity 
bar codes did not have to be repeated. This could be done by temporarily storing these 
commands in program command buffers so the customer could repeat each of them by hitting a 
single key. Clearly this represents mode buttons as part of the terminal. 
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Claims 15 and 16 further comprises receiving a transaction confirmation signal with 
confirmation indicator means from order center upon receipt of transaction file. Roberts teaches 
after the terminal dials up the host computer and downloads the data packet; the host sends back 
a command that causes the terminal to display the total dollar value and ask fro a confirm or 
cancel data entry. The host may also send a final acknowledgement and process complete 
(column 9; lines 20-27). 

Claim 21 further comprises activating order status switch means to transmit an order 
status request over the data network. Receiving order status request with a peripheral device. 
Once again Examiner relies on Roberts column 9; lines 15-25, in which the user scans a bar code 
associated with "send order" arid receives confirmation from the host computer (order center). 
In addition, Examiner also points to Roberts column 14; lines 58-59, that teaches a simple printer 
device could be used to record the transaction as it is entered and sent. This clearly represents a 
peripheral device. 

Claims 26 and 29 represent the apparatus for performing the above detailed method. As 
Roberts teaches the method for using the apparatus, the apparatus for performing the method is 
thus, likewise rejected as anticipated in view of Roberts. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 5-10, 17-20, 22-25, 27-28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roberts in view of Waxelbuam et al. 

Roberts (as described in detail above) does not teach connecting scanning means to a 
cradle module. Waxelbaum et al teaches a hand held code reader as part of a portable data 
collection system with a docking station to provide an interface with the host terminal. The 
docking station may include a cradle adapted to receive and secure the mobile handheld reader, 
(e.g. column 3; lines 33-45 and Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4(b)). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the transaction terminal of Roberts to include a cradle to provide a 
secure interface with the host computer as taught by Waxelbaum. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Kramer whose telephone number is (703) 305-5241. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8AM - 5PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (703) 305-4716. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 

James A. Kramer 
Examiner 



JAK 




